
La connettività a Internet come diritto umano

Una giornata di studio

Roma - 10 ottobre, La connettività a Internet come diritto umano è il titolo della giornata 

di studio, dibattito e proposte tenuta oggi all’Accademia Pontificia, Casina Pio IV in 

Vaticano. Ad organizzarla sono state la Pontificia Accademia delle Scienze  e la Fondazione 

per la Collaborazione tra i Popoli, presieduta da Romano Prodi. Entrambe le istituzioni 

hanno dedicato particolare attenzione, negli ultimi anni, al ruolo della connettività Internet 

per promuovere lo sviluppo, la crescita della conoscenza e la pace.

La connettività è lungi dall’essere universale. Oltre 3 miliardi di persone non ne possono 

beneficiare. Le due istituzioni hanno deciso così di collaborare e proporre una conferenza di 

alto livello a Roma per promuovere la connettività Internet  come un diritto umano. Con la 

speranza di offrire un contributo affinché cresca, a livello globale, l’interesse al tema della 

‘connettività come diritto umano’.

Il 6 ottobre scorso, sull’Osservatore Romano, in una pagina dedicata a Internet e i bambini, 

Papa Francesco ha scritto: “Noi condividiamo la visione di un Internet che sia accessibile a 

tutti”.

Nel corso della giornata di studio sono state affrontate le questioni contenute nel programma 

(allegato) e vi hanno partecipato grandi esperti quali Nicholas Negroponte del MIT  e Jeffrey 

Sachs della Columbia University.
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Introduction

As the world’s primary means of enabling learn-
ing, delivering knowledge, providing health care, 
enhancing agriculture, saving the environment, 

creating jobs, and understanding each other, the Inter-
net is moving from commercial service to public utility. 
Still 3 billion people have no connection. The next step 
should become for them a human right.

Human rights are free and being human is the only 
requirement to be eligible. Free to every human who 
may need it is not cost free to society. Like public 
schools, street-lights, roads and sidewalks, it becomes 
the responsibility of civic society  thereafter to manage, 
maintain, bid and subcontract the constituent parts in a 
competitive, innovative, free market manner. Like pri-
mary healthcare, public education, rule of law, police 
and defense forces.

Education, a special and important case, is the fast-
est road to dignity and freedom. It can no longer be a 
toll road. We can say that “a school without connectivity 
is not a school for the 21st century” and that all stu-
dents and teachers have the right to be connected. For 
those who are disabled to be connected to the digital 
environment may change their lives. The same applies 
for a continued education, in particular for senior elders 
and the poor, who are mostly excluded from the digital 
resources.

The cost to connect every human being worldwide 
is far less than 0.1% of what we currently spent on war. 
Surely that is a small price to pay to elevate all of so-
ciety, eliminate ignorance, alleviate poverty, share basic 
knowledge, and work toward world peace by better un-
derstanding each other.
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Programme

TUESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2017

WELCOME

9.00 Joachim von Braun, President of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences

9.05 H.E. Msgr. Marcelo Sánchez Sorondo, Chancellor of the President Pontifical Academy of Sciences

INTRODUCTION
Moderator: Joachim von Braun

9.10 Romano Prodi | The Right to Connectivity

9:25 Discussion

9:35 Nicholas Negroponte | Worldwide Free Internet through a Global Public Sector

9:50 Discussion

10:00 Jeffrey Sachs | Why Connectivity is Vital for the Sustainable Development Goals

10:15 Discussion

10:25 Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka | Women’s Rights are Connected Rights

10:40 Discussion

10:50 Coffee Break

HUMAN RIGHTS DOCTRINE IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Moderator: Alessandro Ovi

11:05 Ronald Daniels | Introduction

11:20 Discussion

11:30 Gianni Magazzeni | UN Decisions and Proposals

11:45 Discussion

Free Versus Affordable / Public Sector, Telcos

11:55 Denis O’Brien | The Role of Silicon Valley in the Development of Broadband in the Developing World

12:10 Discussion

12:20 Roberto Viola | Connecting Europe

12:35 Discussion

DIRECT AND DERIVATIVE BENEFITS
Moderator: Antonio M. Battro

Education

12:45 Miguel Brechner | Connecting Students, Teachers and the Elderly

13:00 Discussion

13:10 Matt Keller | Global Learning

13:25 Discussion

13:35 Lunch at the Casina Pio IV

15:00 General Discussion | Discussant: Molly Buhrans
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Health and Job Creation

15:15 Joachim von Braun | Connectivity for All in Rural Areas – Improving Agriculture, Food Security and Employment

15:30 Discussion

15:40 Máximo Torero | The World Bank’s Experience with Connectivity

15:55 Discussion

16:05 Gisella Finocchiaro | Fondazione del Monte, Research and Proposals

16:20 Discussion

16:30 General Discussion | Discussant: Tara Ramanathan

16:45 Coffee Break

TECHNICAL MEANS , METHODS AND GLOBAL ADVOCACY
Moderator: Roberto Viola

Orbital and Terrestrial

17:00 Yael McGuire | Creating a World of Opportunities

17:15 Discussion

17:25 Michael Lubin | We Know the Why and Have the How. Now Who?

17:40 Discussion

17:50 Valeria Termini | The Role of Energy Regulators

18:05 Discussion

Global Advocacy

18:15 Stefano Quintarelli | Radical Digital Change

18:30 Discussion

18:40 General Discussion | Discussant: Dominique Lambert

18:55 Crafting a Final Statement | Moderator: Matt Keller

19:55 End

20:00 Dinner at the Casina Pio IV
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MEDIA ENQUIRIES

All journalists and media 
organizations wishing to apply for 

accreditation may request TEMPORARY 
accreditation through the online form 
of the Media Operations Section of the 
Holy See Press Office website: http://
press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/
en/accrediti/pubblico/ accredito.
html Journalists and media organizations 
regularly accredited at the Holy See Press 
Office may send their request through the 
usual channels. All requests must be sent 
no less than 48 hours before the event.

I giornalisti e gli operatori media 
che intendono partecipare devono 

inviare richiesta di accreditamento 
TEMPORANEO attraverso il modulo 
disponibile online nella sezione 
accrediti del sito della Sala Stampa 
della Santa Sede: press.vatican.
va/accreditamenti. Coloro che già 
dispongono di accredito ordinario 
valido devono inviare una  richiesta di 
partecipazione secondo le consuete 
modalità. Tutte le richieste dovranno 
pervenire entro 48 ore dall’evento.

Todos los periodistas y gráficos 
que deseen participar deben enviar 

una solicitud de acreditación TEMPORAL 
a través del módulo que está disponible 
online en la sección de acreditaciones 
de la página web de la Oficina de Prensa   
de la Santa Sede: press.vatican.va/
accreditamenti. Los que ya dispongan 
de acreditación normal válida, deben 
enviar una solicitud de participación 
según la modalidad habitual. Todas 
las peticiones deberán hacerse al 
menos 48 horas antes del evento.




